DEC 1 ¢ wpo

THE ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY
NewYork, N.Y. 10021

December 12, 1972

Dr. J. Lederberg

Department of Genetics
School of Medicine

Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305

Dear Dr. Lederberg:

I probably was the source of Dr. Elliott's "definite opinion"
that Dr. Avery and Dr. Griffith never met or corresponded. I can only say
that this certainly has always been my impression and was doubtless casually
stated around the laboratory. Dr. Avery was not a prolific correspondent
and usually wrote letters only if he had to. Of course, Dr. Griffith died
in 1941, before Dr. Avery and his group had the definitive work on the
pneumococcus DNA published in 1944. Dr. Avery was a perfectionist and
very careful about speaking prematurely of work in progress.

It is always hard to unearththis sort of information at a later
date. It did not seem important, only natural, at the time.

I am afraid this is not much help to you.
Sincerely,
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Rebecca C. Lancefield



